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1 What is the Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership?

The Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership was established in 1999 to develop an action plan 
for the Borough’s wildlife and natural environment. This followed national guidance and the 
objectives identified through the work of the London Biodiversity Partnership and the 
London Biodiversity Action Plan. Presently, the Partnership consists of Lewisham Council, 
Glendale Managed Services, The Creekside Education Trust, Thames 21, Quaggy 
Waterways Action Group [QWAG], London Wildlife Trust, Horniman Museum and Gardens, 
The Environment Agency, Sydenham Garden Organisation, TCV [The Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers], Greenspace Information for Greater London CIC [GiGL] and, 
most importantly, a range of local groups and individuals.

Lewisham’s Biodiversity Action Plan aspires to be visionary, pragmatic, achievable and 
inclusive.  

This is the second edition of “A Natural Renaissance for Lewisham” first published in 2007. 
This document seeks to build upon the Partnership achievements by setting out our 
objectives for the immediate future regarding the conservation of nature across the 
Borough. The document also identifies the contribution of Lewisham’s natural environment 
to quality of life and sustainable development objectives within the Borough.

1.1 Biodiversity conservation foundations

Action to conserve and enhance Lewisham’s natural environment has a long tradition and 
much of what Lewisham has now is down to the endeavours of a number of committed local 
residents and voluntary organisations who have given their support for over 25 years.  The 
Borough was one of the first in the country to employ officers with a specific nature 
conservation remit to complement this activity. Today, the Council employs an Ecological 
Regeneration Manager and a Conservation Officer to promote biodiversity within Lewisham 
and ensure it is protected and enhanced within the core duties of the Council. 

The Partnership was established to consolidate the interests and expertise of a range of 
organisations and individuals with a duty to, or interest in, conserving the Borough’s wildlife 
and natural environment. It is there to ensure that the diverse range of views on Lewisham’s 
biodiversity is effectively represented. It will promote innovation and best practice and, 
although the Partnership is not a campaigning organisation, it will challenge partners and 
others where necessary. 

Since its establishment, the Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership has:
 Contributed to the ecological restoration work at Deptford Creek, Cornmill Gardens, 

Ladywell Fields and along the River Pool Linear Park and Riverview walk
 Worked to promote biodiverse living roofs on all appropriate new development 
 Played a key role delivering  the ‘Rivers and People’ a Big Lottery funded project worth 

£544,000 that delivered public engagement and promotion of the Waterlink Way
 Led on the 3RiverCleanUp festival (which at the time of writing) in its 7th year and one 

which can boast to be the biggest volunteer river clean-up event in the UK 
 Assisted with the development of the River Corridor Improvement Plan-Supplementary 

Planning Guidance and the forthcoming Ravensbourne Catchment Improvement Plan
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 Contributed to putting policies in place to protect and enhance biodiversity as part of 
the Local Development Framework and development processes such as, the Local 
Information Requirement and associated Biodiversity Guidance

 Created dedicated ‘Lewisham Nature Conservation’ and ‘Rivers and People’ web sites 
for the promotion of wildlife engagement, education, and events

 Delivered, monitored and reported on the Partnerships collective outputs since 2008. 
 Generated and submitted biological data with GiGL.

Since 2008 the Partnership has engaged 70,487 individuals directly through one of the 
3,555 events delivered. These include 1,094 nature conservation volunteer events that 
delivered over 3,282 volunteer hours worth in excess of £30,000; 861 interpretative guided 
walks; 1,427 schools education events. The Partnership has planted, built and/or recorded 
the installation of 333 bat boxes, 210 bird boxes, 125 Stag Beetle loggeries; 2,081m of 
hedgerow and recorded 15,728m2 of living roof consented via the planning process.       

We will be working over the forthcoming years to broaden the Partnership and bring in the 
expertise and enthusiasm of Lewisham’s residents and workers.  We aim to ensure that the 
work of the Partnership will be at the forefront of biodiversity conservation and, as such, will 
take a leading role to promoting our work across the London region. The Partnership will 
also monitor the Local Authority to ensure that in the exercise of its functions, it has regard, 
so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, for the purpose of 
conserving biodiversity, in line with current legislation [Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities NERC Act 2006].

1.2 Working for a better quality of life

Lewisham is undergoing change and following the recession is under significant pressure to 
find savings across service areas. As the Council prepares to meet these challenges it is 
working to find economies and explore new ways of working so that it can maintain and 
improve the quality of life for Lewisham’s residents, workers and visitors. The Council is 
taking a lead on issues such as regeneration in areas of deprivation, neighbourhood 
renewal, education, employment opportunities and seeks to maintain and where possible 
improve housing, parks and other services.

For London, the Mayor has published a series of inter-linked strategies towards which 
Lewisham is contributing. The most important of these, the London Plan, has established 
important directions as to how and where new development will take place.  Much of this 
will be targeted in Areas of Opportunity, such as the Thames Gateway in which Lewisham 
lies.

Lewisham’s natural heritage has an important part to play in this. It has helped shape the 
Borough’s development and continues to be a reason why people choose to live and work 
here. Names such as Lee Green, Grove Park and Forest Hill give an idea of the landscape 
from which Lewisham developed. Today the Borough is characterised by a wide variety of 
green spaces and natural features that provide places for people to enjoy, such as the River 
Ravensbourne, Ladywell Fields, Beckenham Place Park and Hilly Fields. The Government 
recognises the value of urban green spaces in their contribution to regeneration and quality 
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of life; they give opportunities for people to have contact with the natural world and are 
essential for providing habitat for biodiversity.



2 What is a Biodiversity Action Plan and why do we need 
one? Isn’t all wildlife valuable?

Borough Action Plans are there to highlight locally important plants and animals and the 
landscapes in which they live. They are there to help partners who may not have direct 
wildlife knowledge but who want easily accessible guidance on actions they can carry 
out that will help these locally important wildlife species and areas. They are actions that 
will help the Borough’s biodiversity - its variety of life - to increase.

Action Plans deal with species and habitats that reflect national conservation priorities 
and also those that are culturally valued. However, all wildlife is important and it is wrong 
to assume that if an Action Plan is implemented then everything is covered. With new 
developments it is crucial to assess all the wildlife which may be using a site and not 
just the Action Plan species or habitats.

“A Natural Renaissance for Lewisham” sets out the Partnership’s aspirations for the 
immediate future. It identifies the opportunities and objectives which Lewisham’s 
Biodiversity Partnership is committed to achieving and demonstrates the links that the 
conservation of Lewisham’s biodiversity can make to the Council’s continuing 
programmes within various directorates.

The Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership aspires to contribute to and influence the 
Council’s objectives in the following range of service areas:

 Urban Regeneration, Planning and Development 
 Health
 Housing
 Parks & Open Spaces, Rivers and Nature Reserves 
 Education and Community Regeneration
 Transport
 Culture

Once embedded in Council policies, the Action Plans will serve as benchmarks against 
which we may monitor progress. 



3 Urban Regeneration, Planning and Development

The Partnership seeks to:

1. Ensure that developers take full account of appropriate Lewisham and London 
Biodiversity Action Plans in development designs and schemes.

2. Ensure that the new Local Development Framework, for local plans, continues to 
incorporate comprehensive policies and design guidance to benefit biodiversity.

3. Work closely with Lewisham planners on all major developments to encourage 
biodiverse living roofs that deliver meaningful Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 
[SUDS] and that support wildlife, specifically the Black Redstart and all bats, both of 
which are London Biodiversity Action plan species.

4. Support and contribute to the work of the Greenspace Information for Greater London 
CIC [GiGL] the regional environmental records centre to ensure Lewisham’s natural 
environment is accurately represented in their evidence base.

5. Increase the percentage of planning applications screened against GiGL data by 
developers and planners.

6. Increase the percentage of Lewisham rivers classified as having good ecological 
potential.

7. Periodically monitor and record progress in reducing areas of deficiency with respect 
to the Borough’s publicly accessible wildlife sites.

Urban Regeneration, Planning and Development Actions

 Encourage developers to make biodiversity enhancements on all new 
development through the development control process 

Please see Lewisham’s Biodiversity Guidance: 
www.natureconservationlewisham.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/lbl-draft-biodiversity-
planning-guidance-notes-local-information-requirment-2013.doc

 Advise developers about living roof systems to maximise local biodiversity and 
preferred species lists, planting methodologies and maintenance guarantees

http://www.natureconservationlewisham.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/lbl-draft-biodiversity-planning-guidance-notes-local-information-requirment-2013.doc
http://www.natureconservationlewisham.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/lbl-draft-biodiversity-planning-guidance-notes-local-information-requirment-2013.doc
http://www.natureconservationlewisham.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/lbl-draft-biodiversity-planning-guidance-notes-local-information-requirment-2013.doc
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 Encourage and promote native species selection and/or wildlife friendly 
planting, landscaping and management in all new development

 Encourage and monitor the installation of bat boxes and advise about their 
orientation and placement

 Encourage the creation of ponds, meadow habitats, native hedgerows and 
other linear tree features for the benefit of bats and other wildlife species

 Encourage the installation of House Sparrow terraces, Swift boxes, open 
fronted nest boxes and nest boxes with a variety of entrance hole widths 
(26mm, 32mm & 45mm) to suit a range of typical garden birds such as, Robin, 
Black Bird,  Blue Tit, Great Tit, and Starling    

 Promote appropriate distribution, correct orientation and placement of bird 
nest boxes 

 Encourage the provision of dead wood habitat for invertebrates and Stag 
Beetles

 Support the installation of other invertebrate nest box structures
 Support the ‘Dark sky at night’ principles and seek commitment for the delivery 

of sympathetic lighting schemes that avoid/minimise all light spill and that take 
account of nocturnal urban wildlife requirements 

3.1 Case Study- Black Redstart

Historically Lewisham recorded over 1% of the national breeding population of this 
protected species but for several years there have been no new sightings which 
suggests that the bird has moved away. In Europe the bird is linked with rocky,
mountainous terrain and cliffs but in London there is an association with the River 

Photograph courtesy of Jim Lawrence
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Thames, industrial infrastructure and brownfield sites. Preferred foraging areas include 
sparsely vegetated areas of rocky terrain with singing posts. This includes post-industrial 
land and areas undergoing or awaiting redevelopment. It is a key species that can 
benefit from the implementation of ‘rubble’ or ‘brown’ living roofs. 

Vision
 To encourage re-colonisation and enhance associated habitats for the 

continued survival of the species

Objectives
 Ensure that mitigation for this species is incorporated into all appropriate new 

developments
 Provide developers with information and expertise on ‘brown’ living-roof 

mitigation design, installation and management

Further details from: 
www.lbp.org.uk/downloads/Publications/Management/black_redstart_advice_note.pdf

3.2 Case Study- Green Roofs

There are a number of living roofs installed on buildings in Lewisham. These include the 
Horniman Museum, Shaws Cottage, Creekside Centre, Laban Dance Centre, Seagers 
Building, Loampit Vale developments, Heathside & Lethbridge Estate, Cannon Wharf 
and Kender Triangle. There are also numerous consented schemes such as at 
Lewisham Gateway and proposals for the Leegate Shopping Centre site. This plan aims 
to promote high quality design and locally appropriate systems in all new development 
schemes within the Borough.

Vision
 To install green roof systems for habitat mitigation and environmental benefits, 

such as energy conservation, flood alleviation and to ameliorate the effects of 
climate change

Objectives

http://www.lbp.org.uk/downloads/Publications/Management/black_redstart_advice_note.pdf
http://www.lbp.org.uk/downloads/Publications/Management/black_redstart_advice_note.pdf
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 Influence the use of ‘retrofits’ in the refurbishment of existing buildings where 
appropriate

 Advise and promote the installation of high quality living roofs that deliver the 
maximum benefit for nature conservation on all appropriate new developments

 Provide guidelines for planners when promoting living roofs for biodiversity

Further details from: 
www.livingroofs.org.uk
www.natureconservationlewisham.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/lbl-draft-biodiversity-
planning-guidance-notes-local-information-requirment-2013.doc

3.3 Case Study- Bats

There are 18 species of bat in the UK, 17 of which are known to be breed. They 
comprise almost a quarter of our land based mammal species. Historic biodiversity data 
shows that Lewisham has records for 11 species. Bats are protected by law but despite 
this their numbers are in decline and this too is true of Lewisham where it would be 
extremely unlikely to find more than 7 species now. The Pipistrelle bat is the smallest 
and most common bat found in the UK and the one most likely to be seen in Lewisham. 

Bats can live in a variety of habitats, including open woodland, parks and urban areas. 
They emerge from their roosts to feed, often before sunset, hunting a wide range of 
insects before returning to roost. Bats use echolocation to find prey and to navigate at 
night. They are attracted to where there are lots of insects, often over meadows and 
water features. They rely on natural linear features in the landscape such as tree lines to 
find their way around. In Lewisham they are most likely to be found along the railway 
lines and rivers but also in parks which are not so affected by light pollution. They live for 
many years and although they may have numerous roost sites depending on the time of 
year, environmental and lifecycle factors they are also habitual and are faithful to good 
roost sites. 

Vision
 To encourage conditions which would lead to an increase in bat populations

Objectives

http://www.livingroofs.org.uk/
http://www.natureconservationlewisham.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/lbl-draft-biodiversity-planning-guidance-notes-local-information-requirment-2013.doc
http://www.natureconservationlewisham.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/lbl-draft-biodiversity-planning-guidance-notes-local-information-requirment-2013.doc
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 Maintain, continue and increase knowledge of bat ecology, their status, 
distribution and factors that effect their conservation locally

 Protect, maintain and enhance the features in the landscape required by bats
 Encourage and monitor the installation of bat boxes and advise about their 

orientation and placement
 Encourage the creation of ponds, meadow habitats, native hedgerows and 

other linear tree features for the benefit of bats and other wildlife species
 Promote the planting of night-scented flowers that will attract insects
 Support the ‘Dark sky at night’ principles and seek commitment for the delivery 

of sympathetic lighting schemes that avoid/minimise all light spill and that take 
account of nocturnal urban wildlife requirements 
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4 Health

Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership is working with Nature’s Gym, Glendale, Thames 21, 
Parks Open Space and Nature Reserve user groups, Healthy Walk coordinators, the 
Green Chain Officer and a range of local groups and individuals to promote the health 
benefits of nature conservation volunteering and active walking initiatives that use the 
natural environment.

The partnership aspires to develop links with Lewisham Public Health to provide 
opportunities for residents to actively participate and enjoy the natural environment and 
to use it as a vehicle to improve both mental and physical heath outcomes. There are 
short circular walks and short cycle trails developed on the Green Chain in Lewisham 
which are specifically targeted at the less mobile and less confident.

http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/greenchainsite/homepage/2/circular_walking_routes

http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/greenchainsite/info/6/cycling/35/circular_cycle_routes

The Sydenham Garden project uses part of Queenswood nature reserve as a community 
horticultural therapy resource centre for those who are coping with significant illness. The 
project is an example of successful delivery where individuals who are rehabilitating are 
using creative outdoor work to help treat their conditions and are also managing and 
enhancing the remainder of the site for wildlife.

http://www.sydenhamgarden.org.uk/

The Partnership seeks to:

1. Make links to Lewisham Public Health to highlight and promote the benefits of green 

Nature’s Gym building steps at Dacres Wood Local Nature Reserve

http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/greenchainsite/homepage/2/circular_walking_routes
http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/greenchainsite/info/6/cycling/35/circular_cycle_routes
http://www.sydenhamgarden.org.uk/
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space and contact with nature to patients and practitioners.

2. Build on and promote Nature’s Gym, River Conservation Volunteering and 
Lewisham’s Healthy Walks initiatives that use the Borough’s nature reserves and 
other green spaces to bring about health benefits to Lewisham’s residents.

3. Ensure that the network of accessible green spaces is protected and enhanced.

4. Promote the Waterlink Way and the Green Chain Walk as resources for both 
physical exercise and regular contact with nature.

Actions
 Promote and market active nature conservation volunteering via the nature 

conservation website 
 Promote and market walking for health and guided walks that use parks, open 

spaces, rivers and nature reserves via the nature conservation website 
 Encourage the training and development of new healthy walk leaders
 Deliver 60 nature conservation volunteer sessions per year
 Deliver 30 guided walk sessions per year     



4 Housing

Housing land, both private and public, constitutes the largest amount of open space 
within the Borough.  However, much of the private housing space including gardens lies 
outside the domain of the Council and requires the interest of home-owners for their 
biodiversity improvements. The Partnership supports and endorses 10 simple things that 
private households can do to encourage and support wildlife in private gardens.

1. Use native and/or wildlife friendly plants, those with simple flowers and night 
scented varieties are especially useful.

2. Compost food waste. Advice available from http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/recycling

3. Compost garden waste. Advice available from http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/recycling

4. Build a small pond to benefit amphibians and invertebrates. Free advice available 
from the London Wildlife Trust: http://www.wildlondon.org.uk t. 020 7261 0447

5. Start wildlife gardening. Free advice available from the London Wildlife Trust: 
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk t. 020 7261 0447

6. Provide food for Sparrows and other birds all year round but especially in the spring. 
See: http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/gbw/gardens-wildlife/garden-birds/feeding

7. Don’t be too tidy -create wild areas to encourage mini-beasts like caterpillars, 
spiders and beetles.

8. Create a log pile to benefit Stag Beetles and other invertebrates using suitable 
untreated broadleaf dead wood (100 x 1000mm). Place in shade or dappled shade 
buried, or in contact with the soil.

9. Avoid using pesticides, slug pellets and herbicides and try to work with nature or use 
alternative natural systems instead (e.g. planting annuals such as Californian 
poppies and marigolds in your garden will attract a wealth of beneficial insects, like 
ladybirds and hoverflies, that will eat aphids).

10. Buy or build a bird nest box for your garden. Instructions for building your own can 
be obtained from: http://www.bto.org/nnbw/building.htm

11. Tell GiGL what you see: http://www.gigl.org.uk/submit-records/

http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/recycling
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/recycling
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/
http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/gbw/gardens-wildlife/garden-birds/feeding
http://www.bto.org/nnbw/building.htm
http://www.bto.org/nnbw/building.htm
http://www.gigl.org.uk/submit-records/
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5.1 Case Study- Stag Beetle

This, the largest beetle in the UK, is threatened at the global level and has undergone 
significant decline in the past 40 years.  Recent surveys indicate south London is a 
national hotspot and in Lewisham they can be found throughout the Borough. They 
require suitable dead wood for their survival in order to complete their lifecycle. Female 
Stag Beetle eggs are laid underground in the soil next to logs or in the stumps of dead 
trees, and the larva (or grub) will spend up to seven years in the wood, slowly growing in 
size. Adults emerge from mid-May until late July.  Males emerge earlier to actively search 
for females to mate, and can often be seen flying on sultry summer evenings an hour or 
two before dusk. As adults they are short-lived and generally die after mating, although 
occasionally some may over-winter in places such as compost heaps. It is because of 
their reliance on dead rotting wood that management of this resource is a key priority in 
order to provide suitable habitat. 

Vision
 To maintain and enhance the current population within Lewisham and seek 

improvements of dead wood provision in gardens, parks, school grounds and 
other open spaces

Objectives
 Work with Glendale and other land managers to further the advice published 

by London Wildlife Trust and the Peoples Trust for Endangered Species for 
good site management

 Work with Glendale and other partners to install and record loggeries in key 
parks, schools and nature reserves

 Promote their conservation to the wider public, primarily at the time when adult 
Stag Beetles are seen (May-July)

 Promote and monitor the installation of Stag Beetle loggeries as part of Urban 
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Regeneration, Planning and Development Actions
 Tell GiGL when and where you see them: http://www.gigl.org.uk/submit-

records/

5.2 Case Study- House Sparrow

The sparrow used to be a common sight in the capital but has undergone a dramatic 
decline in London and in the UK in recent years. This is mirrored in Lewisham, but there 
are still thriving colonies in Cornmill Gardens, Brookmill Park, Hilly Fields and elsewhere. 
More can be done to help this much loved bird re-establish itself.

Vision
 To reverse the decline of the current population within Lewisham

Objectives
 Ascertain the status of House Sparrow in Lewisham and submit biological 

records periodically to GiGL the regional record centre: 
http://www.gigl.org.uk/submit-records/

 Promote wildlife gardening to the public and encourage householders to 
provide food for sparrows all year round but especially in the spring

 Encourage and monitor the installation of House Sparrow nest boxes as part 
of Urban Regeneration, Planning and Development Actions

 Recruit and support “Bird champions” in parks, open spaces and nature 
reserves

 Support and publicise bird related engagement events and activities such as 
dawn chorus walks via the nature conservation website and other social media 
platforms   

http://www.gigl.org.uk/submit-records/
http://www.gigl.org.uk/submit-records/
http://www.gigl.org.uk/submit-records/
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5.3 Case Study- Standing Water & Ponds

Open standing water and ponds represent one of the most diverse of all ecological 
habitats in London. These habitats are particularly important for amphibians and reptiles 
such as frogs, toads, newts, slow worms and grass snakes. These smaller, often 
sheltered water bodies hold a huge variety of invertebrates. Most spectacular are 
damselflies, dragonflies and water beetles. Standing water generally supports larger 
variety of insects compared to dry habitats. These insects are important food sources for 
birds and bats especially during prolonged dry weather conditions in late spring and 
summer.

Aquatic habitats are incredibly vulnerable to environmental and human related
pressures. For example the presence of certain species of fish will place considerable 
strain on the survival of aquatic invertebrates so even seasonal ponds are useful for 
these species as they are fish free. In the urban environment, open standing water is 
especially vulnerable to vandalism, pollution, and disturbance. Some standing water will 
be lost to development and some will simply dry out and evolve into a different habitat. 
Therefore, it is particularly important to engage with audiences such as residents, 
housing associations and developers to promote the creation of new water bodies 
wherever possible.

Vision
 To increase the provision and develop the good management of standing 

water and ponds in Lewisham

Hare & Billet Pond looking towards Blackheath village
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Objectives
 Encourage and support the creation and maintenance of new ponds 
 Monitor the creation of new ponds as part of Urban Regeneration, Planning 

and Development Actions 
 Develop and extend provision of management advice and awareness of the 

biodiversity value of ponds with local stakeholders and user groups
 Support partner engagement events, frog days and Froglife pond projects 

http://www.froglife.org/
 Continue to support and promote environmental education initiatives that 

utilise the ponds to deliver environmental learning outcomes 
 

http://www.froglife.org/
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6 Parks and Open Spaces

Lewisham has a varied portfolio of parks and other green spaces -from those with strong 
historical links, such as Beckenham Place Park, Brockley and Ladywell Cemeteries, 
Horniman Gardens and Blackheath, to those that have been created through community 
campaigning, such as the Sue Godfrey Nature Park [Local Nature Reserve]. These are 
all places which people come to enjoy a range of activities and to escape the stresses of 
modern city life. There are currently over 50 open spaces managed by Glendale, under 
contract to the Council. Council-run cemeteries are overseen by the Council’s 
Bereavement Services, and include sites of nature conservation importance. Most 
nature reserve sites are currently managed in-house with some work contracted out to 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environment Management registered companies 
such as Complete Ecology. There is also support from voluntary and community groups 
on certain sites where effective partnerships have been built. Some other spaces, such 

Bee orchid in Mountsfield Park courtesy of Martin Hodge
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as allotments, are also managed by voluntary and community groups.

The added value that local groups and volunteers give to local wildlife sites by helping to 
promote and manage them is tremendous. A great deal of investment and wildlife 
engagement is only achieved as a direct result of the sustained involvement and 
commitment by them. The Partnership recognises that these acts of altruism need to 
continue to be encouraged, supported and celebrated by the Local Authority and all the 
partners.

Traditionally, many parks have not been managed with wildlife in mind and yet the 
potential to improve their quality, for both people and wildlife, is significant. Lewisham’s 
Nature’s Gym is a partnership between the Council and Glendale to run nature 
conservation volunteering in both parks and nature reserves. This has enabled 
volunteers and park users the opportunity to work together on small scale 
enhancements to improve spaces for both wildlife and people.

The Partnership seeks to:

1. Continue to work closely via Glendale, park user groups and the Lewisham 
Parks Forum to complement their activities that aim to enhance and develop 
maintenance and management of habitats for wildlife and people’s 
appreciation of nature by encouraging and promoting:

 Native species selection and/or wildlife friendly planting, landscaping and 
management

 The creation of ponds, meadow habitats, native hedgerows and other linear 
tree features for the benefit of bats and other wildlife species

 The installation of invertebrate nest box structures and bat boxes and advise 
about their orientation and placement

 The installation of a variety of bird boxes and provide advice about appropriate 
distribution, correct orientation and placement

 The provision of dead wood habitat for invertebrates including Stag Beetles
 ‘Dark sky at night’ principles

2. Help deliver the aims of the adopted Parks and Open Spaces Strategy that 
places biodiversity conservation at its core

3. Work with the Council and others to seek Green Flag and Green Flag 
Community Award recognition for park’s and nature reserves

4. Continue to support the delivery of invasive non-native plant species 
management and be vigilant with respect to surveillance and bio-security

5. Promote, champion and explore all appropriate communication and marketing 
tools to engage and interpret the natural environment/wildlife to residents and 
visitors, such as: park, open space and nature reserve notice boards; 
interpretation boards; walks and talks; websites and social media    
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6. Monitor and report to Defra on the positive conservation management of 
Lewisham’s 64 designated ‘Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation’ 
[SINCs]    

See also: 
http://natureconservationlewisham.co.uk/natures-gym-2/
http://www.greenflagaward.org.uk/
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/home/index.cfm
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/inmyarea/openspaces/Pages/default.aspx

6.1 Case Study- Rivers

Cornmill Gardens before and after river restoration

http://natureconservationlewisham.co.uk/natures-gym-2/
http://www.greenflagaward.org.uk/
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/home/index.cfm
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/inmyarea/openspaces/Pages/default.aspx
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Rivers are a major natural feature of Lewisham and the network of waterways formed by 
the Ravensbourne, Pool and Quaggy provide green corridors through the Borough.  
However, the Ravensbourne is also one the most ‘engineered’ river in the Greater 
London area and along much of its course is culverted, channelled or covered. This 
action plan seeks to further improvements to the river along its course. 

The Quaggy Waterways Action Group [QWAG] were instrumental in influencing the Local 
Authority who now recognise the value of this resource and the opportunities that the 
river system provides for residents. To date, there have been a series of restoration 
projects, such as at Chinbrook Meadows, Deptford Creek, Brookmill Park, the Spring 
Brook at Downham Playing Fields, Ladywell Fields, Cornmill Gardens, River Pool linear 
Park and Riverview Walk. A River Corridor Improvement Plan -Supplementary Planning 
Guidance has also been developed to inform, direct and guide future development so 
that it enhances this asset and relates to it in a positive way. 

Vision
 To seek the naturalisation of Lewisham’s rivers wherever possible

Objectives
 Support the Environment Agency’s programme of river restoration in south 

London 
 Contribute to the Ravensbourne Corridor Improvement Plan and the 

obligations contained in the European Union Water Framework Directive
 Promote and support the wildlife/ecological value of Deptford Creek through 

the Creekside Education Trust and the Creekside Centre
 Support the annual 3RiversCleanUp festival initiative and manage invasive 

species issues associated with Japanese Knotweed, Himalayan Balsam and 
Giant Hogweed

 Seek to champion and encourage a balanced approach to river bankside 
management, public access and conservation so that some areas remain 
undisturbed for the benefit of wildlife 

 Highlight the benefits of an improved river corridor with regard to health, 
safety, education and environmental performance

 Support and promote environmental education initiatives that utilise the rivers 
to deliver environmental learning outcomes 

 Resist any proposals which will increase the light levels directly adjacent to 
rivers 

See also: 
http://www.creeksidecentre.org.uk/
http://natureconservationlewisham.co.uk/schools/
http://riversandpeople.com/school-resources/
http://www.thames21.org.uk/
http://qwag.org.uk/
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/SPDs/Pages/River-
corridor-improvement-plan.aspx

http://www.creeksidecentre.org.uk/
http://natureconservationlewisham.co.uk/schools/
http://riversandpeople.com/school-resources/
http://www.thames21.org.uk/
http://qwag.org.uk/
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/SPDs/Pages/River-corridor-improvement-plan.aspx
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/SPDs/Pages/River-corridor-improvement-plan.aspx
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6.2 Case Study- Song Thrush

The Song Thrush has undergone a significant decline over the past 25 years.  It is a 
priority species for conservation at the UK level.  In Lewisham, populations can be found 
throughout much of the Borough but particularly along the Waterlink Way in the south 
and Blackheath where there are mature private gardens. River corridors have significant 
populations within the Borough and the species should not be overlooked during river 
restoration projects that may remove suitable habitat. Parks and other public open 
spaces are also likely to hold significant numbers but it is thought that a major negative 
impact on the bird is the use of pesticides by gardeners/land managers and the pressure 
to reduce shrubberies for perceived safety reasons. 

Vision
 To maintain the current population of Song Thrush in Lewisham and where 

possible extend its range throughout the Borough.

Objectives
 Ascertain the status of Song Thrush in Lewisham and submit biological record 

periodically to GiGL the regional record centre
 Recruit and support “Bird champions” in parks, open spaces and nature 

reserves
 Support and publicise bird related engagement events and activities such as 

dawn chorus walks
 Assess the management practices that may affect it within Lewisham’s public 

open spaces and promote the Song Thrush as an indicator of good parks 
management

 Provide guidance to the Council, Glendale, Groundwork and others, on 
management practices to benefit Song Thrush

 Encourage householders to avoid the use of slug pellets and/or molluscicides 
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6.3 Case Study- Kingfisher

Most people have an idea what the Kingfisher looks like even if they have never seen 
one. With its electric-blue back and orange underparts, it is a unique and unmistakable 
bird within the British and European species. At 16-17cm in length, it is not much bigger 
than a Sparrow, but its vibrant colours and long black bill make it stand out. Its proper 
name is the Common Kingfisher and it belongs to a global family whose 90 different 
species can be found on every continent except Antarctica and range from the African 
Dwarf Kingfisher to the Laughing Kookaburra of Australia.

The Kingfisher is a bird of rivers, canals and lakes. It can be seen either perched beside 
a river, perhaps on a low branch looking intently down at the water, or flying fast and low 
over the surface. It is a shy bird and will fly quickly away if disturbed, but it is possible 
sometimes to get close. Its diet consists mainly of small fish - Minnows, Sticklebacks, 
Bullheads - and the young offspring of larger fish such as Carp and Perch. It also eats 
aquatic and land-based insects and even small frogs. Its nest is a tunnel, between 45-90 
cm in length, which it bores into vertical riverbanks. At the end of the tunnel, it makes a 
rounded chamber in which the eggs are laid and the young cared for. Normally, it has up 
to two broods per year.

 
In Lewisham, we owe the Kingfisher's presence to the network of rivers - the 
Ravensbourne, Quaggy and Pool - which flow through our borough. In the last few 
years, the Kingfisher has been seen all along these rivers from Bell Green and 
Chinbrook Meadows in the south to Deptford Creek in the north. It is known to have bred 
in Ladywell Fields and the River Pool Linear Park, but evidence suggests that, due to a 

Photo courtesy of Tomos Brangwyn
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lack of suitable riverbank locations in Lewisham, it now moves upstream into Bromley 
during the spring breeding season. Last year, nest boxes were installed in two locations 
to try and provide breeding sites within the borough.

The Kingfisher is a Schedule 1 protected bird under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981). It is listed as a Species of Conservation Concern in the UK Biodiversity Action 
Plan.

Vision
 To provide the best habitat possible for the Kingfisher within Lewisham as an 

iconic bird representing the restored health of our waterways and an example 
of how wildlife can thrive within the inner city

Objectives

 Monitor the status and distribution of the Kingfisher within Lewisham on a 
quarterly basis each year

 Raise awareness of Kingfishers and their habitat requirements
 Monitor the health of Lewisham's waterways on a regular basis and take 

appropriate action against any cases of pollution
 Install nest boxes in suitable locations to assist in breeding and minimise 

disruption during the nesting season to potential or known locations
 Install riverside perches in suitable locations
 Liaise with other authorities within the Ravensbourne Catchment Area to 

assist in achieving these objectives
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7 Education and Community Regeneration

Members of the Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership are actively engaged in a range of 
formal and informal educational activities in respect of Lewisham’s natural environment. 
These include the Council’s Nature Conservation Officer, Glendale Nature Conservation 
Officer, organisations such as the Horniman Museum, Creekside Education Trust, 
Thames21, QWAG, Froglife and London Wildlife Trust as well as various Forest School 
initiatives run by other individuals and user groups. 

Lewisham Council has been successful in managing the Big Lottery ‘Access to Nature’ 
project called ‘Rivers and People’ which ran and supported numerous projects to 
encourage public involvement and educational activities that utilise the Boroughs river 
network. The project has now come to an end but it achieved more than was ever 
expected by:

 Providing direct experience and improved opportunities to access the natural 
environment for 11,886 people

 Engaged 1,795 volunteers in training and nature conservation volunteering 
programmes

 Facilitated on site educational sessions that engaged 5,596 students
 Developed on line web teaching resources for schools and a legacy of river 

related illustrated & interpretative walking route maps 
http://riversandpeople.com/walk-guides/

http://riversandpeople.com/walk-guides/
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The Partnership seeks to:

Continue to make links with secondary schools, youth groups, adult learning centres and 
other educational resource centres to support and promote environmental education 
initiatives that utilise the natural environment to deliver learning outcomes and wildlife 
engagement.

See also: 

http://www.field-studies-council.org/
http://www.forestschoolassociation.org/what-is-forest-school/
http://www.creeksidecentre.org.uk/
http://www.horniman.ac.uk/

http://www.field-studies-council.org/
http://www.forestschoolassociation.org/what-is-forest-school/
http://www.creeksidecentre.org.uk/
http://www.horniman.ac.uk/


29

8 Transport
 

It is recognised that, in order to promote sustainable transport and encourage more 
walking and cycling, it is essential to improve the quality of the environment. Both 
walking and cycling are going to play an increasingly important role in modern life, 
recognised by the Council’s commitment to providing a strategic framework for the 
development and improvement of walking and cycling networks. Funds have been 
obtained from Transport for London for green corridors that improve the environment  
and link up cycling/walking routes to and from parks. The Green Chain Walk and 
Waterlink Way are both examples of important and valuable strategic routes where 
people can experience nature and schemes like ‘Lewisham’s Healthy Walks’ operate in 
the Borough to help encourage activity by using and enjoying these spaces. 

See:
http://riversandpeople.com/walk-guides/
https://www.walkingforhealth.org.uk/walkfinder/lewisham-healthy-walks

Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership will work to protect, create, and improve habitats and 
public access, where appropriate, along any proposed and/or existing route. The 
Partnership seeks to set standards for the ecological design, management and 
promotion of quality walking and cycling routes, which provide opportunities for the 
public to enjoy and recognise valuable habitats and species. 

The Partnership is working with the Council and various other relevant organisations to 
ensure that the new Lewisham town centre development (Lewisham Gateway) and 
creation of a new confluence park is designed to remove obstacles to fish passage and 
to provide a high quality space for both people and wildlife. 

http://riversandpeople.com/walk-guides/
https://www.walkingforhealth.org.uk/walkfinder/lewisham-healthy-walks
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Lewisham’s streets are frequently perceived as being ‘the built environment’ and often 
their ecological role is overlooked. Many streets can be thought of as linear parks, where 
front gardens provide a variety of habitats and trees in gardens or those planted in the 
pavement contribute to the general attractiveness and structure of the street. The 
Partnership is working to influence highway managers and transport planners to 
consider biodiversity enhancements that will also provide solutions to some of the issues 
they face. One such solution is the use of trees and other greenery in the 20mph Zone 
proposals designed to calm traffic by narrowing, visually, the width of streets. This 
method has been used in Germany effectively to reduce speeds and enhance the 
character of areas without resorting to ‘hard’ traffic engineering measures.  

The use of trees in this way may compensate for some of the loss of vegetation from 
front gardens given over to parking. Research conducted by the London Assembly in 
2003 has estimated that the overall area lost to garden parking in London is equivalent 
to 12 square miles or 22 Hyde Parks. Further research, published in 2010, showed that 
an additional area equivalent to 2.5 Hyde Parks were being lost each year. The 
Partnership will promote and work with initiatives that address this problem and 
initiatives that avoid giving large areas over to parking in new development, as these 
schemes are detrimental to both biodiversity, sustainable drainage and can exacerbate 
the urban heat island effect. 

In the long run the Partnership hopes to be able to demonstrate the benefits of 
incorporating elements that enhance biodiversity and link projects, such as: home zones; 
cycling and walking corridors; traffic calming; safer routes to schools and that these will 
help us to move from the car to a much improved environment for all. 

8.1 Case Study- Railway ‘Linesides’

Lewisham is criss-crossed by an extensive network of railway lines. The land beside 
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them, especially embankments and cuttings, provides a haven for wildlife and is an 
excellent habitat for many plants and animals. In terms of biodiversity, it is important that 
these railway ‘linesides’ are protected and conserved.  

At just over 45km, Lewisham contains, proportionately, one of the greatest lengths of 
London’s railway network – c5.5% - managed by 3 companies: Network Rail, Docklands 
Light Railway, and London Overground. The corridor south of New Cross Gate through 
to Forest Hill is recognised as being of Metropolitan Importance for Nature Conservation 
and much of the rest is of Borough-wide significance for the habitats it supports.

This resource is of considerable importance as, cumulatively, the linesides make up a 
very large linear area that is habitat for many plants and animals. In addition, the 
linesides can add to the ecological integrity of adjacent Sites of Importance for Nature 
Conservation [SINCs] and other green open spaces that are more centrally located.

Although safety and operational concerns must always be the first priority, railway land 
can still be managed with wildlife in mind. A number of nature reserves have been 
established adjacent to the lineside such as at Devonshire Road and Grove Park Nature 
Reserve. 

The Partnership seeks to:

Promote the protection and appropriate management of railway corridors for biodiversity. 
Establish positive working links with the Council, Network Rail, Transport for London 
(London Overground) -in respect to the protection and management of lineside habitats 
along Lewisham’s rail network.



9 Culture

The cultural diversity of Lewisham is underpinned by the historical heritage of the 
Borough, which itself has been significantly characterised by its natural environment. 
The landscape of Lewisham is that of a river valley. Lewisham developed around the 
Ravensbourne and it’s confluences with the Thames at Deptford, River Quaggy at 
Lewisham town centre and River Pool at Catford. Deptford gets its name from the ‘deep 
ford’ over the Ravensbourne and this ‘working creek’ had a range of fascinating 
wharves, mills, bridges and landing stages, with a mix of heavy industry, transport 
infrastructure and new riverside development. The majority of the river courses in the 
borough were still part of the countryside and these low-lying fields afforded a pattern of 
farms and villages. The tidal creeks around Deptford became important trading posts, 
further developed for ship-building using timber from the woods that once covered Forest 
Hill and Sydenham. These areas were part of the Great North Wood of which Sydenham 
Hill Woods is one of the last remnant. 

From the nineteenth century, as drainage techniques improved, industrialisation and the 
construction of railways brought rapid urbanisation and most of the borough was built-up. 
The railway expansion followed the rivers to some extent and these interconnected 
linear tracts of land connect habitats and are arguably the borough’s greatest wildlife 
asset.

There is a strong cultural connection between the landscape and the places of 
Lewisham illustrated by key natural features: place, street and pub names like 
Blackheath, Catford, Hilly Fields, Perry Vale, Downham, Beckenham, Lee Green, Burnt 
Ash Hill, Redstart Close and Hare & Billet, to mention just a few. This cultural connection 
with the landscape can help build a sense of place and should be highlighted and 
interpreted via engagement activities and with interpretive materials such as signs, 
leaflets, websites and at events.

The Partnership will:
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 Act as a consultative forum for those producing and commissioning public art. 
We encourage art that works with nature rather than imposing itself on nature 
and that can also aid wildlife/ecological interpretation in parks, open spaces, 
nature reserves and the streetscape

 Produce and comment on wildlife/ecological interpretation that aims to engage, 
enthuse and  widen knowledge and understanding for the general public 
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Contacts and web links

Lewisham Biodiversity Partnership 
C/O Nick Pond, Wearside Service Centre, Wearside Road, SE13 7EZ t. 020 8314 2007 

Lewisham Council
Town Hall, Catford, SE6 4RU t. 020 8314 6000

Glendale Managed Services
The Lodge, Mountsfield Park, Stainton Road, SE6 1AN t. 020 8318 3986

London Wildlife Trust
Dean Bradley House, 46 Horseferry Road, SW1P 2AF t. 020 7261 0447

Creekside Education Trust
14 Creekside, Deptford SE8 4SA t. 020 8692 9922

Environment Agency
Swift House, Frimley, Frimley Business Park, Surrey, GU16 7SQ t. 08708 506 506

Greater London Authority
City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, SE1 2AA t. 020 7983 4000

Horniman Museum & Gardens
100 London Rd, Forest Hill, SE23 3PQ t. 020 8699 1872

Natural England
4th Floor -Foss House, 
Kings Pool, 1-2 Peasholme Green, York, YO1 7PX t. 0300 060 1911

Thames 21
Walbrook Wharf, 78 - 83 Upper Thames Street, EC4R 3TD t. 020 7248 7171

Greenspace Information for Greater London
c/o Dean Bradley House, 46 Horseferry Road, SW1P 2AF t. 020 7803 4275

Useful website links

http://natureconservationlewisham.co.uk/

http://natureconservationlewisham.co.uk/lewisham-biodiversity-group/

https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/apply-for-planning-permission/Pages/Validation-
requirements.aspx

http://riversandpeople.com/school-resources/

http://www.lbp.org.uk/downloads/Publications/Management/black_redstart_advice_note.pdf

http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/Pages/default.aspx

http://livingroofs.org/

http://natureconservationlewisham.co.uk/
http://natureconservationlewisham.co.uk/lewisham-biodiversity-group/
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/apply-for-planning-permission/Pages/Validation-requirements.aspx
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/apply-for-planning-permission/Pages/Validation-requirements.aspx
http://riversandpeople.com/school-resources/
http://www.lbp.org.uk/downloads/Publications/Management/black_redstart_advice_note.pdf
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/Pages/default.aspx
http://livingroofs.org/
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http://natureconservationlewisham.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/lbl-draft-biodiversity-planning-
guidance-notes-local-information-requirment-2013.doc

http://www.sydenhamgarden.org.uk/

http://www.creeksidecentre.org.uk/

http://qwag.org.uk/

http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/recycling

http://www.wildlondon.org.uk

http://www.rspbshop.co.uk

http://www.bto.org/nnbw/building.htm

http://www.horniman.ac.uk/

http://www.thames21.org.uk/

http://ptes.org/

http://www.gigl.org.uk/

http://www.froglife.org/

http://greenflagaward.org.uk 

http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/inmyarea/openspaces/Pages/default.aspx

http://riversandpeople.com/walk-guides/

https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/SPDs/Pages/River-corridor-
improvement-plan.aspx

https://www.walkingforhealth.org.uk/walkfinder/lewisham-healthy-walks

https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/walking/green-chain-walk

http://www.forestschoolassociation.org/what-is-forest-school/

http://www.field-studies-council.org/

http://natureconservationlewisham.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/lbl-draft-biodiversity-planning-guidance-notes-local-information-requirment-2013.doc
http://natureconservationlewisham.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/lbl-draft-biodiversity-planning-guidance-notes-local-information-requirment-2013.doc
http://www.sydenhamgarden.org.uk/
http://www.creeksidecentre.org.uk/
http://qwag.org.uk/
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/recycling
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/
http://www.rspbshop.co.uk/
http://www.bto.org/nnbw/building.htm
http://www.horniman.ac.uk/
http://www.thames21.org.uk/
http://ptes.org/
http://www.gigl.org.uk/
http://www.froglife.org/
http://greenflagaward.org.uk/
http://greenflagaward.org.uk/
http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/inmyarea/openspaces/Pages/default.aspx
http://riversandpeople.com/walk-guides/
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/SPDs/Pages/River-corridor-improvement-plan.aspx
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/SPDs/Pages/River-corridor-improvement-plan.aspx
https://www.walkingforhealth.org.uk/walkfinder/lewisham-healthy-walks
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/walking/green-chain-walk
http://www.forestschoolassociation.org/what-is-forest-school/
http://www.field-studies-council.org/
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