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MINUTES 
 

 To approve the minutes of the meeting of Planning Committee (A) held on the 14th 
September 2017. 

 
 

LONDON BOROUGH OF LEWISHAM 
 
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANNING COMMITTEE (A) held in ROOMS 1 & 2, CIVIC 
SUITE, LEWISHAM TOWN HALL, CATFORD, SE6 4RU on 14thSeptember 2017 at 19:30. 
 
PRESENT: Councillors Amrani (Chair), Jacq Paschoud (Vice Chair), Bourne, De Ryk, Till, 
Raven, Walsh, Kennedy. (Councillor Kennedy arrived late and was unable to vote on Item 
no.3) 
 
OFFICERS: Michael Forrester and Russell Brown – Planning Service, Paula Young – Legal 
Services, Amanda Ghani – Committee Co-ordinator 
 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Raven and Adefiranye. 
 
1. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no declaration of interests. 
 
2. MINUTES 

 
Members approved minutes for Planning Committee (A) held on 3rd August 2017. 
 
3. 4a Clarendon Rise, SE13 5ES (Item 3 on the agenda) 
 
 
The Planning Officer Michael Forrester outlined details of the proposal for the retrospective 
application for the installation of an extraction and ventilation system with two flues to 
replace the existing.  
 
The application was originally presented at Planning Committee A on 11th May 2017 but it 
was resolved that the decision be deferred pending a noise assessment to be carried out by 
the Council’s Environmental Protection team.  The assessment found that if the fan was set 
at a speed of 2.5 it would result in 3dB increase in noise which is considered acceptable as 
the increase in noise would not be significant. However, the fan speed can be turned up to 
10 and when a speed of 6 was tested there was an increase of 9dBA in the rear garden of 6 
Mercia Grove as well as an increase of 10dBA on the background noise. A rattling sound 
was also evident during testing. Due to noise and vibration as evidenced in noise testing and 
the absence of sufficient mitigation regarding impact on neighbouring amenity; officers 



 

recommended that the previous recommendation at Planning Committee A be overturned to 
a planning refusal and the matter be referred to the Council’s Planning Enforcement Team. 
 
The planning officer stated that an email received from the applicant, outlined that a speed 
restrictor could be installed to minimise the noise output.  
 
Discussions took place between the officer and members regarding possible changes to the 
aesthetics of the fan, of which there are none, making sure that any restrictor could not be 
tampered with or over ridden. 
 
An email from Councillor Egan in support of the applicantion and the installation of a new 
control system to limit fan speed was tabled. 
 
The Committee received verbal representation from Dr Sris Kandarajah, on behalf of the 
London Sivan Kovil Trust (LSKT) who read from a pre-printed email, copies of which were 
circulated to members. The points in the email broadly outlined included:- 
 

1. The fan always operates at a speed of 2.5 
2. Officers smelt no odours at speeds of 2.5 and 6 whilst cooking occurred 
3. At speed of 6, noise found to be above acceptable level. 
4. No occasions we need the fan to be above 2.5 
5. Manufacturers confirmed they can fix fan to have a maximum speed of 2.5 which will 

be installed within next three weeks 
6. Gas inspection on 24th August 2017 confirmed all appliances comply with 

requirements of 2.5 fan speed 
7. LSKT is a registered charity provides free hot meals at lunch time to between 25-100 

local people and has done so for 24 years 
 
Councillor Walsh asked Dr Kandarajah whether it was necessary for the duct to be so large, 
noting its visual impact. Dr Kandarajah stated that it had been there for 6 years. Members 
asked Dr Kandarajah why the Trust had opted for this particular system and if the new 
control system when installed would be able to be tampered with. Dr Kandarajah stated that 
it would be tamper proof and said that there had been no complaints about the system when 
it was first put in.  
 
The committee received verbal representation from Mr Rodriguez, resident at number 8 
Clarendon Rise, Mr Murdoch, resident at number 4 Mercia Grove and Dr Spears. Mr 
Rodriguez said that the property was being used like a restaurant in that the kitchen/fan was 
in use 7 days a week and it was inappropriate to vent over residential properties. As such 
neighbouring occupiers were having their quality of life detrimentally affected. 
 
Dr Spears told members that this ventilation system had only been on site 18 months, before 
which there had been a small chimney installed in 2012. The vent operation times can begin 
before 6am and not finish until after 12am. There are two fans and the noise and smell 
emanating from them means that windows must be kept closed and rear gardens cannot be 
enjoyed by neighbours. Dr Spears stated that she realised a ventilation system was needed, 
but that it should be moved over to the courtyard area.  
 
Mr Murdoch said that Mercia Grove is in a conservation area, the ventilation system does not 
have planning permission and the size and siting of the duct needs to be looked at. 
 
Councillor Jeffrey asked the objectors if any other fans in Lewis Grove had affected 
properties in Mercia Grove. Dr Spears answered that due to their proper siting, they had not. 
The Councillor stated that she had received complaints about the fans since 2010. Members 



 

debated the methods of physically restricting the fans and their size. Councillor Walsh said 
that he had great sympathy for the Trust, however, they had been misled by their supplier 
who had sold them a system that was inappropriately large and unnecessary for their 
requirements. 
 
Councillor De Ryk agreed and said that visual impact should be added as a reason for 
refusal, along with noise and vibration. 
 
Councillor De Ryk proposed a motion to accept the officer’s recommendation, it was 
seconded by Councillor Walsh 
 
Members voted as follows: 
 
FOR:                 Councillors Amrani (Chair), Bourne, De Ryk, Walsh and Paschoud (vice-

chair) and Till. 
 
RESOLVED:      That the application DC/16/098621 be refused due to noise, vibration and 

detrimental visual impact.  
 
4. 1b The Parade, Wells Park Road, SE26 6JD (Item 4 on the agenda) 
 
The Planning Officer Michael Forrester outlined the application for a top floor studio flat 
contained within the original 2 storey rear projection of 1 The Parade, to include the 
replacement of roof tiles, two of the first floor windows and the installation of a window and 
Juliet balcony to the rear elevation and the installation of two roof lights to the side roof 
slope. The application is retrospective in respect of the two windows, two roof lights, Juliet 
balcony and door. The proposed porthole window has not been installed.  
The officer outlined the objections received. Members were asked to approve officer’s 
recommendation to grant planning permission. 
 
The Committee received verbal representation from Mr Biss the owner of the property. He 
stated that the Juliet balcony affords no additional view than already existing.  Councillor 
Walsh directed his comment to Mr Biss stating that it was unacceptable to undertake any 
development without first gaining permission from the Council. Councillor Paschoud asked if 
Mr Biss was still looking for permission for the proposed porthole window, he confirmed that 
he was.  
 
The Committee received verbal representation from Mr Krutell a neighbour living on the 
ground floor adjacent to No.1. His objection being the loss of privacy to his property due to 
differences in garden levels. 
 
Members discussed these concerns.  
  
Councillor Till moved a motion to accept the officer’s recommendation and grant planning 
permission. It was seconded by Councillor De Ryk 
 
Members voted as follows: 
 
FOR:                  Councillor Amrani (Chair), De Ryk, Paschoud, Jeffrey, Kennedy, Till and 

Bourne. 
 
ABSTAINED:     Councillor Walsh 
 



 

RESOLVED:      That planning permission be granted in respect of application No. 
DC/17/100260.  

 
Russell Brown (Planning Officer) left the meeting. 
 
5. Our Lady and St Philip Neri RC Primary School, 208 Sydenham Road,        SE26 5SE 
(Item 5 on the agenda) 
 
On 7 October 2016 Planning Committee A granted permission for application DC/16/096041. 
The permission included a number of pre-commencement conditions.  
 
The Planning Officer outlined details of the proposal and condition 18 regarding 
specifications and programme delivery regarding footpaths, lighting, waste bins and soft 
landscaping. The officer highlighted the proposed treatments and siting of the lights and bin. 
 
Councillor Amrani drew members’ attention to Councillor Curran’s objection regarding 
insufficient lighting in the park. 
 
The Committee received verbal representation from Annabel Mclaren from the Sydenham 
Society who was also representing Friends of Home Park and Friends of Fairlawn Park.  
Concerns were raised over existing parking in the area. Ms Mclaren said that the School 
wanted to encourage vehicle parking in Winchfield Road as there was as greater parking 
opportunity here than on other roads. As a consequence she wanted to see a new footpath 
from the Winchfield Road entrance to the new school entrance within the park. Ms Mclaren 
said it was imperative that there was an attractive school entrance to encourage parents and 
children to use it. The existing pathway is pot holed and in poor condition and as such should 
be upgraded.  
 
Councillor Walsh stated that if the pathways were unsafe, then it would be up to the Council 
to resurface them and this would fall outside the scope of the condition. Councillor Walsh 
said he thought the proposed lighting to be adequate around the school area. 
 
Councillor Walsh moved a motion to approve the officer’s recommendation and discharge 
the condition. It was seconded by Councillor Jeffrey. 

Members voted as follows: 
 
FOR:                  Councillors Amrani (Chair), De Ryk, Bourne, Kennedy, Walsh and Jeffrey 
 
AGAINST:        Councillor Paschoud (Vice-Chair)  
 
ABSTAINED:     Councillor Till 
 
RESOLVED:   That Condition 18 be discharged in respect of application No. DC/17/100284.  
 

 
The meeting ended at 8.35pm.         Chair 

       
14th September 2017 

 

 
 

 



 

 


