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by 2025 Lewisham will have matched its pre-war peak of nearly 330,000 people

5



the future?
GLA or ONS population forecasts? 

to 2030 it’s either an increase of                       
40,000 (GLA) or 60,000 (ONS) 

the “natural change” rate is births less deaths:                 
birth rates (related to the “future fertility rates” of women in the 
cohort aged 18-45); and death rates (applying ageing profiles) 

the migration effect is the net residential 
mobility of households (in and out):                     

net international migration; net “domestic” migration 

difference in forecasts depends upon whether: 
 (1) long or short term migration trend is used; and  

(2) DCLG housing availability method is used to cap growth in numbers 6
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births

deaths

move in move out

if Lewisham were a thousand people, every year …

4,700 births: 1,600 deaths
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the proximal causes of uncertainty 

of the range in the ONS population forecast 
for the next 15 years; 

56% is due to range in net migration 

33% is due to the range in the birth rate 

11% is due to range in life-expectancy
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London has 16% of England’s population:  
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big influencing factors 
generational & household change 

Lewisham’s role in London housing market

excess of 
births over 
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demographic 
profile now

demographic 
futures

tenure, asset holding, cashing-in 
currency changes, economy and migration
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demographic change 
is best understood in terms of 

the dynamic operation of a  

complex system
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2017 2030

10,400

7,800

people aged 80 years 
and over in Lewisham

{33% 
increase

% increase in people aged 80 
years and over (2017 to 2030)

London*                    44% 

Rest of England       59%

* excluding Lewisham

                  90 years plus in England  
  2017                        2030                     2040 
  0.6m                        1.0m                     1.7m
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health care spending rises with age
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OBR quoted in NHS Next Steps report March 2017
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of 70,000 children in Lewisham,  
we “look after” 450;  

and have concerns about 1,500 others

so the range is … 

0.6% to 3.0%

if there were another 20,000 children 
(who shared the same risk profile as the current 70,000) 
then the corresponding “safeguarding” and 
“concern” numbers would be 540 and 2,700
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                                2014              2024                 increase                    
London                      5.5m              6.1m                  11.6% 
Rest of England     31.9 m           33.0m                    3.5%            

forecast increase in working age population

UK London 
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Lambeth: 320,000 Southwark: 305,000 Lewisham:295,000 Greenwich: 270,000 

Bromley: 320,000 Bexley: 240,000

source: ONS 2014 round
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in 2017 Lewisham is 48.2%; Barking & Dagenham 50.5%
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PWC (March 2017) Facing Facts: the impact of migrants on London, London First 

change in migrant population 2005 -2015
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PWC (March 2017) Facing Facts: the impact of migrants on London, London First 

Boroughs with the highest proportion of migrants
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PWC (March 2017) Facing Facts: the impact of migrants on London, London First 

top 10 countries with settled communities in London
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PWC (March 2017) Facing Facts: the impact of migrants on London, London First 

London workers: 
highest 

qualification by 
region of birth 

Labour Force Survey
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homes for households 

household formation & change is not straightforward 

all households have different stages in their life-cycles: 

 (1) households which at some stage will have children 

(2) households which will not have children
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but the numbers households who are in the private rental 
sector are very unevenly distributed across London
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every 10% 
increase in house 
prices, the birth 

rate falls by 1.3% 
amongst people looking to buy

The trend is reversed for people who own their own home, with a 10% 
house price rise sparking a rise in the number of births by 2.8%. However 
among renters, the same increase causes a birth rate decline of 4.9%.

European Bank March 201736
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