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 Appendix 3 – The Forum and other users were asked to consider alternatives – the Leemore Centre, 
the Irish Centre and the St. Laurence Centre. 

A: Contrasting the Saville Centre with the Irish Centre and the Leemore. 

1. It is fantastically easy to reach by bus from all parts of the Borough – buses stop less than 80 yards 
away coming in one direction or the ones on the other side of the road can be reached via 
pedestrian refuges, and a little bit further away is the light controlled pedestrian crossing by the 
hospital. (So better and safer than either of the suggested alternatives.) 

2. It is highly visible on a main road so the access “feels” safe – you’re walking in full view of a lot of 
passers-by. (Again both Leemore and the Irish Centre are situated on side streets.) 

3. It has easy disabled access and is all on the ground floor level. (In contrast to the Leemore where 
currently all users except the daily mental health group are directed up a side entrance, along a 
narrow path with trip-hazards at ankle height, and then expected to summon an external lift.) 

4. Unlike the Leemore, the Saville is small - so that one set of vulnerable users won’t feel threatened 
or overwhelmed by other clients and noise. 

5. Unlike the Irish Centre, there is no barrier or sense of exclusion created by its name, and the 
unintended message that it is a space for the use of one specific community. 

6. The Saville is easier than either the Leemore or Irish Centre to access by car/taxi/dial-a-ride. 
Simple directions to give (“a couple of blocks south of the hospital”) and user parking right in front of 
the building. The Leemore is really quite difficult to find (all no right turns, blocked off streets and 
roads going round right-angles so you lose all sense of direction) and there is no parking outside the 
Irish Club (one of the Forum staff got an automatic camera-generated ticket for pausing for five 
minutes to unload heavy speakers for the Black History Month event the Forum put on there last 
year). 

B. Unsolicited comments from visitors to the Saville Centre, calling into the office in passing 

“Vintage and gorgeous – look at the parquet floor, how marvellous!” 

“Just coming from the hospital and walking up to Aldi’s” 

Comment on the St. Lawrence Centre “So many other activities going on you feel like you are in a 
train station.” 

C. We asked the Cardiac Support Group (who have also responded separately) for their views 

St. Lawrence Centre 

“out of way” 

“other groups meeting” 

Leemore Centre 

“no-one knows it” 



“out of way” 

Irish Centre 

“Few know it” 

“Is it just for Irish?”

PLACE (site of former Ladywell Leisure) 

“Will it be permanent?” 

“Need access” 

“Good position – High Street & Hospital –bus routes” 

“But what will facilities be?” 

[Forum staff also tried to get to the consultation on the use of the ground floor at PLACE but at first 
it was not open – no times given in Lewisham Life – and on the second occasion no-one was 
available for discussion. No response has been received to enquiries submitted via the website. In 
principle it could be an alternative to the Saville – has many of its advantages – but concern about 
how long what is there will be in situ. and it would not have the storage that is so crucial to some of 
the Forum’s activities and, in particular, the support given to the Save Lewisham Hospital Campaign.] 

Saville Centre 

“Central and accessible – but no convenient road crossing” 

“Light and bright” 

“Comfortable” 

“Disability friendly” 

“Suitable toilet & kitchen” 

“Close to hospital – for heart patients” 

“One large room – no other groups at same time” 

“Exclusive – no nuisance from other rooms” 

“On main road but quiet” 

“Convenient for pick-ups” 

“Seating outside in case of early arrival in pleasant grassy surrounds” 

“Office of LPF for advice”



Dear Liz

 
That was a useful meeting this afternoon and it was good to meet people from other 
organisations, as well as to hear the Council’s point of view.  As we discussed 
sending in submissions from voluntary organisations and their members, the following 
is a copy of an email I recently sent to Cllr Walsh which sets out our position:
 
PLUS is a charity, founded in Lewisham in 1981 to support local adults with learning 
disabilities.  As part of our work we run a drop-in session at the Saville Centre each 
Friday where people have the chance to maintain contact with friends, stay in 
touch with our support service and take part in social and creative activities.  These 
sessions are valuable as a means of staying in contact with people with disabilities 
who do not receive statutory-funded services and also as an alternative social outlet 
for people who do.  This service was previously funded by Lewisham Council as part 
of our community development work but is now paid for by PLUS out of our reserves.  
  
 
Over the past three years, the Council has withdrawn all of its £240,000 annual 
community development funding to us but we have managed to continue to 
provide a reduced level of service based on the activities that are cheapest to run.  
We do this by drawing from reserves and by charging some users for attendance.  
This year, the Council has withdrawn a further £73,000, forcing us to close our Carers’ 
Support Service, which provided valuable support for families in the Borough who 
are main carers for an adult with a learning disability.  I understand your point about 
the pressures from central government but each step taken to reduce support for 
the most vulnerable is both an injustice and a step closer to crisis for each individual 
and their family. 
 
We have a number of concerns about the proposal to close the Saville Centre and 
transfer activities to other venues, particularly the Lewisham Irish Centre and 
Leemore. 
 

 One of the main reasons we are able to continue with our Friday drop-ins is 
the extremely reasonable price for hiring the Saville Centre, for which we pay 
around £30 a day. We also run a group at the Irish Centre which costs £25 an 
hour to hire.  This is a rate which would be likely to make our Friday sessions 
non-viable. 
 

 We are concerned at the negative impact of the loss of any community 
resource in the Borough at a time of population growth

 
 The loss of the Saville Centre would be damaging for Lewisham Pensioners 

Forum as it is part of LPF’s identity which would be difficult to re-create 
elsewhere.   Many of the people who use our service are of pension age and 
have good relationships with LPF. 

 
 I doubt whether the Irish Centre has the capacity to take on all the bookings 

currently at the Saville Centre in addition to its existing commitments.  I 
understand that the Saville Centre is currently in use five days a week.  
 



 The name of the Irish Centre indicates that it is a resource for a particular 
group, rather than for everyone.  This may off-putting for some people.

 
 
Best Regards, 

Colin Turnbull 
Deputy Chief Executive 





Voluntary Sector Accommodation - Response to consultation 

As part of the further consultation on proposed closures and redevelopments of community centres, we would like to include information on current centre 
activities and users, along with your response in the report back to Safer Stronger Select Committee and Mayor and Cabinet.

Community Centre: _____Saville Centre_____________________

Day Group/ user Type of session/ 
activity

Number of users/ 
attendees

Types of users Session fees/ 
charges

Additional requirements/ 
user restrictions 

Example: Monday Dance ltd Line dancing class 15 Older people (aged 50+) £5 per session Some limited mobility users 

Friday morning PLUS Social Drop-in and 
craft workshop

12 Adults with learning 
disabilities.

£3 Limited mobility, visual 
impairment, health support 
needs.


