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1. Purpose of paper  
 
1.1. The Public Accounts Select Committee has agreed to undertake a review 

looking at the topic of people with no recourse to public funds as part of its 
work programme for 2014/15. This report and appendices, coupled with 
evidence provided at the meeting, will provide information for the Committee 
to discuss as part of its review.   

 
2. Recommendations   
 
2.1. The Select Committee is asked to:  

• note the content of the report and consider the information presented at 
Committee. 

 
3. Background 
 
3.1. At its meeting on 9 July 2014, the Committee decided as part of its work 

programme to undertake an in-depth review looking at the increased number 
of cases of people with no recourse to public funds (NRPF) and their impact 
on Lewisham Council as both a financial and a service pressure for the 
organisation. 
 

3.2. The Committee considered and agreed a scoping report (attached at 
Appendix 1) at its meeting on 22 September 2014 that set out the keys line of 
inquiry for the review as well as the timetable.  
 

3.3. The first evidence session for the review took place on 5 November 2011, 
including an officer report setting out the background and context to the 
situation in Lewisham and discussion at the meeting itself about some of the 
key issues. 

 
3.4. This meeting on 10 December will form the second evidence session for the 

review. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

4. Future pressures from NRPF  
 

4.1. At the meeting the Committee will have the opportunity to hear from and ask 
questions of representatives from the NRPF Network, London Councils and 
the Home Office, as well as Lewisham officers, in order to find out more about 
the future pressures nationally and locally around NRPF. 
 

5. Further implications 
 
5.1. At this stage there are no specific financial, legal, environmental or equalities 

implications to consider. However, each will be addressed as part of the 
review.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


